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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Holidays are an important part of the American way of 
life. American festivals are celebrated and observed in the 
home, neighborhood, school, and community. The important 
holidays and special days are within the experiences and in-
terests of children. Through classroom activities related 
to holidays and special days, the child has an opportunity 
to grow socially and to develop an appreciation of the Ameri-
can cultural heritage. 
The basal reading program is designed to give children 
the basic skills of reading. While the child is reading for 
the purpose of learning how to read, he is necessarily in-
fluenced by the content of the material he is reading. He 
learns about the subject matter of various fields such as 
social studies or science. From the content of stories in 
basal readers about festivals, the child could gain under-
standing and appreciation of the origin and significance of 
these special occasions. 
The writer was interested in finding basal reading ma-
terials which could be used in connection with units or activ-
ities about holidays and special days. Therefore, the purpose 
of this study is to analyze the first, second, and third grade 
books of five basal reading series for holiday and special 
day reading material. It was the writer's purpose to show how 
much material is present in the basal readers about the various 
important and famous festivals. 
I\ 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
An important function of social studies in the elementary 
schools is to provide the opportunity for children to learn 
the qualities, attitudes, and behaTior which constitute good 
citizenship. The social studies program in the primary grades 
should provide experiences through which the child may learn 
the meaning of democratic behavior. 
Some of the social studies objectives stated by Wesley 
and Adams are: "to develop desirable traits of character," 
"to become a participating citizen," and 11 to uphold and pre-
1 
mote democracy." 
The content of the social studies in the primary grades 
is based upon the interests and experiences of the child. 
Wesley and Adams tell us: "The theme of the contents for the 
primary grades stated in a variety of ways generally means 
the widening horizons of childhood. So the home or family, 
the helpers and the community constitute the ground which 
2 pupils cover step by step." 
1 Edgar Bruce Wesley and Yary A. Adams, Teaching Social 
Studies in the Elementary School (Boston: D. c. Heath Company, 
1946), pp7 114-115. 
2 Ibid., pp. 2?-28 
I 
On the basis of the results from the analysis of nation-
wide courses of study, Yichaelis3 cites holidays as one of the 
units commonly taught in the primary grades. 
The Fourteenth Yearbook of the Department of Superinten-
dence4 gives the results of a questionnaire sent to elementary 
schools concerning the status and 'trends of the curriculum in 
the Social Studies. The results showed the frequency of appear 
ance of certain phases of content or courses in the social 
studies in each grade of 849 six-year elementary schools. As 
the writer of this paper is concerned with material for the 
primary grades, only the phases of content or courses perti-
nent to this paper is in the following summary. 
GRADES 
I 
II 
III 
NUMBER OF SCHOOLS REPORTING 
.AlffiRICAN HEROES OR HOLIDAYS 
INCLUDED IN THEIR SOCIAL 
STUDIES CURRICULA. 
331 
358 
411 
Analysis of the data from the entire study of the 849 
elementary schools showed that the dominant social studies 
3 John u. Michaelis, Social Studies for Children in a · 
Democracy (New York: Prentice Hall Inc., 1950), pp. 119-120. 
4 The Department of Superintendence, National Education 
Association, The Social Studies Curriculum, Fourteenth Year-
£ook (Washington, D. C.: National Education Association;-1936), 
pp. 64-66. 
I 
offerings in the first three grades are community life, citi-
zenship, and American Heroes and holidays. 
Willcockson5 reports a complete study which was made in 
order to find patterns of experience in the lower elementary 
school. From the data, she concluded that the basis for se-
lection of social study content is effective social living. 
The common factor in all four patterns was effective living 
in the immediate environment (home, school, neighborhood, 
community) today. She says that "Holidays and festivals are 
universally observed, so no attempt was made to chart them 
6 into patterns." 
Through reading the child can gain understandings of the 
customs of other peoples in our own country and in foreign 
lands. Reading is an activity from which the child can also 
gain ideals, attitudes, and appreciations which contribute 
to social growth. Stone says: "The ideals which reading may 
stimulate include a wide range, such as perseverance, inter-
national friendship, honesty, love of country, justice, kind-
ness, and faithfulness."? 
5 Mary Willcockson, "Experiences Based on Social Needs 
and Interests of Young Children", Social Education for Young 
Children, Curriculum Series: No. 4 (Washington, D. C.: Nation-
al Council for the Social Studies, 1946), pp. 33-37. 
6 Ibid. , p • 3 6 • 
7 
Clarence R. Stone, Better Advanced Reading (St. Louis: 
Webster Publishing Company, 1937), p. 57. 
5 
The act of reading involves many mental processes. Gates 
tells us that: 
The reading program should therefore make careful 
provision for contributing as fully as possible to the 
cultivation of a whole array of techniques involved in 
understanding, thinking, reflecting, imagining, judging, 
evaluating, analyzing, and reasoning - - - - Furthermore, 
reading is not to be regarded as limited to mental activ-
ities. The dynamic and emotional processes are also in-
volved. In wholehearted reading activity the child does 
more than understand and contemplate: his emotions are 
stirred; his attitudes and purposes are modified; indeed 
his innermost being is involved. 8 
Desirable attitudes and behavior may result from reading. 
Baker says: 
If desirable attitudes and actions are to be culti-
vated through reading there are three essential steps to 
be taken by teachers. First, children will find in the 
content read, certain concepts, attitudes, and patterns 
of behavior. Second they will interpret what they read 
in terms of what is true, what is wise, and what is ex-
pected of citizens in a democracy. Finally, the children 
will practice what they read and interpret their loyalty 
to and actions in, desired directions will be realized. 9 
The function of the basal reading program is clearly ex-
plained by Bond and Bond. They tell us: 
8 Arthur I. Gates, "Character and Purposes of the Year-
book", Forty-eighth YearBook of the National Society for the 
Study of Education, Part II, 1949, pp.3, 4. 
9 Lucille Baker, "Techniques in Promoting an Understanding 
of and Devotion to our Democratic Pattern of Life through Read-
ing", Proceedings of the Annual Conference .Q.!! Reading, Supple-
mentary Educational Monographs, No. 64 (Chicago, Illinois: 
University of Chicago Press, October, 194?), p. 123. 
6 
The basal reading program is the one that is usually 
considered to be the reading program. It is the program 
in which the child is shown how to read. The basal pro-
gram provides the framework through which the reading 
abilities, skills, and techniques are introduced and a-
round which they are built. 10 
The Bonds explain that 11 The basal reading program is the 
core of the total reading program. It is designed to give the 
foundations necessary for reading in all fields. 1111 They go 
on to say that in basal readers we find selections from var-
ious content subjects such as social studies or science. It 
is possible that interests in different fields be awakened 
through selections from basal readers. 
Bond and Bond say: 
Reading in actuality has no subject matter of its 
own. In this respect reading is different from science, 
arithmetic, social studies, and other subjects of the 
curriculum. Whenever reading is done, materials of 
other subject matter fields are being used. Consequent-
ly all the while the child is reading for the purpose 
of improving his reading, he is reading materials of 
other subject matter areas. In this way reading is 
developing other learnings. As they read to learn to 
read, the children comprehend the materials of science, 
social studies, and other subjects. 12 
13 Betts tells us that the basal reader approach to the 
systematic teaching of reading is the one used in most schools. 
There are usually one or two periods a day allotted to direct-
ed reading activities. 
10 Guy L. Bond and Eva Bond, Teaching the Child to ~ 
(New York: The MacMillan Company, 1949), p:-174. 
11 Ibid.; p. 191. 
12 Ibid., pp. 192-193. 
13 ~tt A. Betts, Foundations of Reading Instruction ~~ American Eook Companv. 1946~ p, 548, 
I 
Hutchinson14 cites a study done by Gladys V. Hilton15 in 
which an investigation was made of the practices of fifty ele-
mentary school teachers who were enrolled in the 1941 summer 
session of Pennsylvania State College. Hilton's conclusions 
showed that in 96% of the classroom situations basal readers 
were used, and in 66% of the classrooms all the pupils in a 
given grade used the same basal reader. Her study indicates 
that basal readers are widely used. 
There are criticisms of the misuses and inadequacies of 
basal readers. 16 Boney made a study of the effectiveness of 
the reading program in schools where an extensive reading pro-
gram was used. The data showed that the standard test scores 
were equal to or above levels reached when basal readers were 
used. He tells us that individual needs are not met through 
the use of a single text. 
Betts explains that: 
No educator is justified in placing complete confi-
dence in the use of directed reading activities in a 
single set of basal readers for developing essential 
reading abilities.- - - - Pupils must be taught how to 
14 Uargueri te E. Hutchinson, !'Nature and Variety of Reading 
Materials Needed in the Primary Grades", The Appraisal of Cur-
rent Practices in Reading, Supplementary Educational Monographs, 
No. 61 (Chicago, Illinois: University of Chicago Press, Decem-
ber, 1945), p. 67. 
15 Gladys Moulton Hilton, "A Study of Differentiated Lan-
guage Instruction by Means of Q,uestionnaire Interview Technique" 
Seminar Research Project. (State College, Pennsylvania: Reading 
Clinic, Pennsylvania State College, 1941). 
16 
c. Dewitt Boney, "Basal Readers", Elementar;z English Re-
view, 15:133-137, April, 1938. -
8 
best employ both intensive and extensive reading tech-
niques. Too often, educators acquire a false sense of 
security regarding reading instruction after a set of 
readers has been adopted. While it is true that excell-
ent use can be made of graded reading materials, the 
reading needs of pupils must be satisfied by means of 
other approaches. 17 
R. v. Hunkins18 states that there is need of improving 
both the textual and reference material. He feels that a ser-
ious limitation of present day textual material is the fact 
that most books in elementary schools are written for nation-
wide use; therefore, the content of these books is not perti-
nent except incidentally to a specific region. 
In support of the uses and advantages of basal readers 
Hildreth19 says that in recent years the content and use of 
basal readers had changed. The better basic reading series 
represent a high degree of technical skill. The series are 
divided into units which are carefully graded with regard to 
vocabulary and content. There are appealing stories with good 
illustrations. She tells us that: 
All the best modern primary book series contain story 
themes selected according to the possibilities of their 
use in activity teaching. Reader stories can also be 
17 Emmett A. Betts, "Developing Basic Reading Abilities", 
Elementar~ English Review, 20:313-314, December, 1943. 
18 R. V. Hunkins, "The Need for Regional Instructional Mater 
ials", Elementary School Journal, 43:398-403, March, 1943. 
19 Gertrude Hildreth, "Reading Programs in the Early Primary 
Period", Forty-eighth Yearbook of the 1:-Tational Society for the 
Study of Education, Part II, 1949,-p7 ?8. --- ---
9 
used to enrich experience units on such themes as 'Our 
Pets' or 'Animals at the Farm"•. 20 
Stories about holidays or special days could also be used 
to enrich or motivate a unit or activity about holidays or 
special days. · 
Preston says that "Celebration of holidays should have a 
prominent place in the elementary school as a vehicle for deep-
ening a ppreciation of the cultural heritage". 21 He also tells 
us that important holidays deserve some mark of recognition in 
22 
every grade particularly in the primary grades. Preston says 
that reading can contribute to the social studies in several 
ways. Reading furnishes a means of learning detail, or it may 
be the orientation of a unit. One may read for mastery of sig-
nificant detail, for sheer enjoyment, or for comparing sources. 
Reading, he explains, can serve as a social activity. 
In basal readers we find written material of several dif-
ferent types. Schwartz says: 
It will be noted first that myths, legends, and tra-
ditions are not history. They are not true although they 
may be the vehicle for carrying truth. In the use of any 
of these the teacher and pupils should be aware of their 
real nature, and it should be known that they have grown 
up around certain characters or incidents in early his-
tory or around certain beliefs, the exact truth or foun-
dation for which have been lost forever. But they do re-
20 Ibid.,p.81. 
21 Ralph C. Preston, Teaching Social Studies in the Elemen-
~ School (New York, Rinehart and Company Inc.-,-1950);-p:l92. 
22 b' I ld., pp.254-264 
.veal something of the nature and characteristics of the 
people from whom they have come down. 23 
Selections in the basal readers are founded upon the ex-
periences and interests of children. Betts explains: 
Printed symbols have significance for the learner to 
the degree that they stand for things within his exper-
iences. From his previous experiences the pupil extracts 
information and attitudes that are essential to success in 
reading situations.- - - - It is through his experiences 
that the pupil is ennabled to understand the stories and 
other material which he will read. Successful reading re-
quires taking to the reading situation a background of 
pertinent information. 24 
Andrus expresses the same idea in saying: 
New experiences have meaning to children if they are 
related to their past experiences. This means that exper-
iences must be real for each child and in line with his 
purposes and values. 25 
Hutchinson says that "A major criterion in the selection 
of content for the modern . basal materials is its close relation 
to the real experiences of the child 11 • 26 
The Wheelers explain the basis of selection of boeks for 
classroom use. They say: 
Books selected for classroom use should be adaptible 
to the needs of the group. The materials should meet the 
23 John Schwartz, Social Study in the Elementa~ School 
(New York: Prentice Hall Inc., 1938}, p. 3?. 
24 Emmett A. Betts, Foundations of Reading Instruction, 
(Boston: 'American Book Company, 1946}, p. 291. 
25 
Ruth Andrus, "How Children Live and Grow and Learn n, 
Twelfth Yearbook of the National Council for the Social Studies, 
1941, p. 12. 
26 
Hutchinson, ££• cit., p. 6?. 
interests and experiences of children of different abili-
ties; of varying social and economic status and of urban 
or rural background. 27 
In regard to material which has meaning to the child Lee 
and Lee say that "material and ideas which are relevant to cur-
rent living are certainly closer to fulfilling the needs of the 
child, are more worth while in themselves and can more readily 
be within the experiences of the child 11 • 28 
Lee and Lee also tell us: 
Each child's interests are as individual as any other 
factor in his make-up. However, as there is a certain gen· 
eral trend in growth, so is there in the growth of interests. 
A child's interests are largely dependent on his exper-
iences. In detail these experiences have been vastly dif-
ferent. In general they have been very similar. 29 
Children need to have a purpose for their reading. Read-
ing may be motivated in many different ways. In speaking about 
suitable interest centers, Durrell says: 
However it is often possible to utilize for reading 
motivation events of wide interest as well as seasonal 
activities.- - - - The activities of the Christmas season, 
a community festival or any of the special weeks such as 
Fire Prevention Week or Education Week may stimulate an 
accompanying reading program. 30 
27 Lester R. and Viola D. Wheeler, "Selecting Appropriate 
Reading Materials", Elementary English, 25:479, December, 1948. 
28 J. Murray and Dorris Yay Lee, The Child and his Curricu-
lum, (New York: Appleton Century Crofts, 1950),-p7 140. 
29 Ibid., p. 145 
30 Donald D. Durrell, Improvement of Basic Reading Abilities 
(Yonkers-on Hudson, New York: World Book Company, 1940), p. 104. 
r As a prelimina~ study to the construction of her social 
studies concepts test, Lacey31 made individual interviews with 
thirty children between the ages of six and nine for the purpose 
of discovering common interests and activities of children. The 
replies were listed in the following headings. 1. Play Life 
2. Harne Life 3. Trips 4. Special Days. As the writer of 
this paper is concerned with special days, only the interests 
and activities related to special days are listed here. The 
following list represents a few of the children's interests and 
activities. 
1. Make a Jack-o-Lantern. 
2. Help mother get ready for Thanksgiving or 
Christmas dinner. 
3. Decorate the Christmas tree. 
4. Speak pieces on a program. 
5. Make paper boats and hats. 
6. Make valentines for a box. 
?. Shoot firecrackers. 
Lacey's data shows us that Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christ 
mas, Valentine's Day, and Fourth of July are among the importan 
days in a child's life. 
Reading authorities are agreed that a story will have mean 
ing to a child in proportion to the real experiences and infor-
mation which are brought to the reading. From Lacey's study, i 
seems that activities related to holidays are certainly within 
the child's experiences and interests. Children from various 
backgrounds have had some experience, varying with the indivi-
31
.Joy M. Lacey, "The Socia~ St~dies Concepts of Childre~ in 
the F1rst Three Grades", Contr1but1onsto . Education, No. 548 
(New York: Teachers College, Columbia University 1932), pp.33-3 • 
dual, with holidays. Therefore, when a child reads a selection 
related to one of our great American festivals, he most probabl~ 
is bringing a rich background of experiences to his reading. 
It seems to the writer of this paper that there is an opportu-
nity for teachers to make wise usage of children's natural in-
terests in holidays by promoting reading which may develop 
richer understandings of the importance and significance of 
holidays and special days. 
In carrying out the research for this paper, the writer 
did not find a thesis or service paper exclusively about holi-
day or special day reading material found in basal reading ser-
ies. However, many studies have been made in which the proceed-
ure usad by the authors involved analyses of basal readipg ser-
ies. 
Caspole 32 made a study of the social studies materials 
found in the first grade books of five basal reading series. 
Holidays were classified as social studies situations. The 
following summary represents Caspole's findings which are 
pertinent to this paper. 
32 
. Florence Caspole, "Social Studies Materials Found in the 
F1rs~ Grade Books of Five Basal Reading Series", (unpublished 
Serv1ce Paper, Boston University, Boston, Mass., 194?). pp.26-50. 
Nam~ of Book and Series 
Jo-Boy (Happy Hour Readers) 
Good Friends (Happy Hour Readers) 
Social Studies Materials 
Holidays pp. 113-124 
Holidays pp. 159-173 
Our New Friends (Curriculum Holidays pp. 117-120 
--- ---- Foundation Series) 
Gatti 33 analyzed the second grade books of seven basal 
reading series for social studies materials. She classified 
her findings under the following headings: 1. home situations 
2. school situations 3. community situations 4. farm 
situations 5. transportation. The following is a digest 
of the holiday reading material which Gatti found in the sec-
ond grade readers and of the social studies situations under 
which the stories were classified. 
33 Mentana Gatti, "Social Studies Materials Found in the 
Second Grade Books of Seven Basal Reading Series", (unpub-
lished Service Paper, Boston University, Boston, Mass., 1951). 
pp. 20-141. 
Name of Story 
"Halloween Fun" 
"The Christmas 
Tree" 
"The Surprise 
Valentines" 
11 Tommy's Pumpkins" 
"The Fourth of 
July" 
"The Feast of 
Thanksgiving" 
Book and Series 
Friends and Neighbors 
(Curriculum Foundation 
Series) 
Friends and Neighbors 
(Curriculum Foundation 
Series) 
:More Friends and 
Neighbors (Curriculum 
Foundation Series) 
More Friends and 
Neighbors (Curriculum 
Foundation Series) 
Down our Way 
(Developmental Reading 
Series) 
The New Friendly 
Village (The Alice and 
Jerry Basic Readers) 
home 
community 
school 
community 
farm 
community 
CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
The important holidays and special days4tre observed by 
communities and families throughout the nation. These festi-
vals are part of the American way of life and many customs and 
traditions have developed around each holiday. There are radio 
programs, magazine articles and television shows commemorating 
such occasions as Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Lincoln's or 
Washington's Birthday. Children look forward to the celebratior 
of many of these holidays and are eager to participate in the 
observance of them. 
The writer was interested in finding reading material in 
basic readers about all important holidays and special days 
widely observed in the United States. A review was made of 
literature and research which would indicate the relative im-
portance and significance of various festivals in childrens' 
lives and in the school program. 
Robinson gives us a good picture of the importance of holi-
days as part of the school program. She says: 
Most teachers recognize the value of observing Ameri-
can holidays as they occur during the school year, but 
they are often so burdened with the program of academic 
requirements in reading, writing, and arithmetic, that 
they find little time to celebrate the days dear to their 
children's hearts. They know that a rich holiday exper-
ience in the classroom contributes much to the social 
maturity of the child. The observance of holidays should 
i?. 
therefore become part of the planned social studies pro-
gram. In kindergarten and primary grades where the ac-
tivities are integrated and there is no suggested social 
studies outline plans should be set up in advance for ex-
periences with the holidays, so they need not be omitted 
or crowded at the last moment. 1 
Robinson2 tells us that children may gain experiences 
which are rich in social value from observing the following 
holidays: Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentine's Day, 
the February Birthdays, and Easter. For example: At Thanks-
giving time the children can learn to express thanks and to 
share the good things of life with others. At Halloween, she 
tells us, that children can learn to enjoy a joke, to be laugh-
ed at, and to laugh with others. The child may also gain un-
derstanding of the need for protecting public and private prop-
erty at Halloween time. 
Robinson explains well a benefit to be derived from the 
observance of February Birthdays. 
Through an observance of the birthdays of such men 
as Lincoln and Washington the child begins to understand 
that men who have rendered great service for the good of 
all men are always remembered. Thus, he becomes more 
mature socially because he is beginning to form judgments 
as to what constitutes good citizenship. 3 
One way in which the child can gain understandin~s which 
contribute to social growth is from reading stories about great 
1 Ruth Robinson, "Social Growth Through Holiday Observances' 
Social Education for Young Children, Curriculum Series: No. 4, 
(Washington, .D. C.: National Council for the Social Studies, 
1946), p. 69. 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Ibid., p. ?0. 
========~==============-~=-==~~-==-================================~======~ 
men such as Washington or Lincoln. 
The legal requirements in many states related to holidays 
are an indication of the importance of festivals. Michaelis 
tells us: 
.Among the most frequently observed holidays are Lin-
coln's Birthday, Washington's Birthday and Arbor Day. Oth 
er days referred to in the state laws include Temperance 
or Willard Day, Armistice Day, Memorial Day, Thanksgiving, 
Columbus Day, Constitution Day, and Admission Day. 4 
Spicer has written a book containing information about the 
festivals of different peoples in the world. In relation to 
the origin of some of the American festivals she explains: 
Possibly few people can boast a richer festal · heritage 
than the .Americans. The early colonists brought with them l 
from England, Roland, France, Germany, and many other 
countries the holiday customs of the homelands. These old-
world traditions,transplanted to a new-world soil, grad-
ually assumed a character more or less unique to the var-
ious colonies. 5 
In her chapter about the festivals of the .American people 
Spicer6 speaks of the following patriotic holidays. 
1. Lincoln's Birthday 
2. Washington's Birthday 
3. Uemorial Day 
4. Fourth of July 
5. Labor Day 
6. Columbus Day 
?. Armistice Day 
e. Thanksgiving Day 
4 John u. Michaelis, Social Studies for Children in a Democ 
racy, (New York: Prentice Hall Inc., 1950T; pp. 22-23-.--
5 Dorothy Gladys Spicer, The Book of Festivals, (New York: 
The Woman's Press, 1937), p. 11. 
6 Ibid., pp. 11-20. 
? Beery has suggested many activities which can be used by 
teachers to implement the social growth of children in the 
school. The list of activities were categorized into nine 
headings as follows: 
1. Group Living 
2. Home and Family Life 
3. School 
4. The Neighborhood 
5. The Farm 
6. The Community 
?. Understanding Other Peoples 
8. Basic Life Needs 
9. Festivals 
Under the general heading "Festivals'' were suggested ac-
tivities for celebrating Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
Valentine's Day, Easter, Mother's Day, May Day, Patriotic Days, 
and Children's Birthdays. 
Lacey8 tested the social studies concepts of children in 
the first three grades. The concepts used in her test were 
divided into three main headings as follows: 
Part I 
Part II 
Part III 
Home and Community Life 
Nature Interests 
Great People, Inventions, Special Days 
The nine concepts used in the area of "Great People, Spe-
cial Days" were Halloween, Thanksgiving, Columbus, Christmas, 
Easter, Lincoln, Valentine's Day, Franklin, and Lindbergh. 
? Althea Beery, "List of Activities to Implement Social 
Growth", Social Education for Young Children, Curriculum 
Series: No. 4 (Washington, D. C.: National Council for the 
Social Studies, 1946), pp. 5?-68 
8 Joy M. Lacey, "The Social Studies Concepts of Children i 
- the First Three Grades", Contributions to Education, No. 548 
(New York: Teachers College, Columbia University, 1932), 
pp._ 45-69. 
20 
Results of the test showed that many children's concepts 
about "Great People, Special Days" were incorrect. The con-
cepts which ranked highest were Halloween, Easter, and Valen-
tine's Day. Those concepts about great people ranked lowest. 
For nine concepts tested in the area of "Great People, Special 
Dayan a greater percentage of first and second grade pupils had 
incorrect rather than correct conceptions about Valentine's 
Day, Benjamin Franklin, Christopher Columbus, Abraham Lincoln, 
and Charles Lindbergh. The higher the grade, the greater was 
the percentage of correct responses. 
In order to fully appreciate the meaning of our patriotic 
holidays, it is necessary for the child to have correct concepts 
about the great men, people or events that the holidays comem-
orate. Lacey's study shows a definite need for more effective 
teaching of great men such as Lincoln, and Columbus, particu-
larly in the first and second grades. 
From her research, the writer of this paper concluded that 
Valentine's Day, Uay Day, Mother's Day, Father's Day, and Hallo-
ween are the important special days in children's lives. 
The writer referred to. calendars of the legal and public 
holidays in the United States. According to the World Alm~nac, 9 
the chief legal or public holidays are: New Year's Day, Inaug-
uration Day, Lincoln's Birthday, Washington's Birthday, Good 
9 The World Almanac (New York: New York World-Telegram, 
1951), p:-499. 
Friday, Decoration or Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 
Columbus Day, General Election Day, Armistice Day, Thanksgiving 
Day, and Christmas Day. 
As a result of the writer's research and general knowledge 
a master list was made of all important holidays and special 
days observed in the United States. The writer did not include 
holidays such as Patriot's Day or Admission Day that are obser-
ved in only one state or section of the country. The writer 
made a master list of holidays and special days to check in 
basal readers as follows: 
New Year's Day 
Valentine's Day 
Lincoln's Birthday 
Washington's Birthday 
Easter 
May Day 
Mother's Day 
Memorial Day or Decoration Day 
Flag Day 
Father' a Day 
Fourth of July or Independence Day 
Labor Day 
Columbus Day 
Halloween 
Armistice Day 
Thanksgiving 
ChrLs_tmas 
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In conducting the analysis, the writer looked for reading 
material related to all holidays and special days widely obser-
ved by Americans. Only those selections which completely or 
partially involved a holiday or special day or which concerned 
the heroes or events which the holidays commemorate were con-
sidered pertinent to the study. Since some holidays such as 
Christmas and New Year's Day are celebrated all over the world, 
the writer included in her analysis stories about such festival 
with the setting in a foreign land. 
The writer was concerned with only those special days that 
are generally observed or recognized by most Americans. A 
story about mother was not considered reading material for Moth 
er's Day unless Mother's Day, as such, was mentioned in the 
story. 
After completing the analysis of readers for the first 
three grades of five basal reading series, the writer found 
there was reading material related to the following holidays 
and special days. 
1. New Year' s Day 
2. Valentine's Day 
3. Washington's :Birthday 
4. Easter 
5. May Day 
6. Mother's Day 
?. Fourth of J"uly 
e. Columbus Day 
• 
-~3 
9. Halloween 
10. Thanksgiving 
11. Christmas 
The above list is the one used in the tables of Chapter IV. 
The writer of this paper used the most recent editions a~ 
vailable of five basal reading series. Pre-primers and primers 
were not analyzed since the vocabulary and content of these 
books is very limited. It was noted when the name of a holiday 
or special day was mentioned; however, no complete listing of 
mentions will be presented since the writer did not feel it was 
significant .for the purposes of this paper. 
f 
The first, second, and third grade books of the following 
five basal reading series were used. 
Gray, Williams., and May Hill Arbuthnot, Basic Readers: Curricu ~ 
lum Foundation Series. New York: Scot, Foresman and Company, 
1946-1947. 
First Reader - Level One: Fun with Dic!f and Jane 
First Reader - Level Two: Our New Friends 
Second Reader - Level one: Friends ~Neighbors 
Second Reader - Level Two: ~ Friends and Neighbors 
Third Reader - Level One: Streets and Roads 
Third Reader - Level Two: !2.ll Streets and Roads 
Hildreth, Gertrude, Alice Lou Felton, Alice lleighen, and Uabel 
J. 
c. 
Henderson, Easy Growth in Reading. Philadelphia: 
Winston Company, 1947. 
First Reader - Level One: I Know ~ Secret 
First Reader - Level Two: Good Stories 
Second Reader - Level One: Along the Way 
The John 
Second Reader - Level Two: !he Story Road 
Third Reader - Level One: Farawa~ Ports 
Third Reader - Level Two: Enchanting Stories 
O'Donnell, Mabel, The Alice and Jerry Basic Readers; Reading 
Foundation Program-.--Evanston;-Illinois: Row, Peterson and Com-
pany, 1948. 
First Reader: The New Round About 
Second Reader: The New Friendly Village 
Third Reader: !he New If I Were Going 
Russell, David H., and Gretchen Wulfing, ~inn Basic Readers. 
Boston: Ginn and Company, 1948. 
First Reader: Q!!. Cherry Street 
Second Reader - Level One: We Are Neighbors 
Second Reader - Level Two: Around the Corner 
Third Reader - Level One: Finding New Neighborw 
Third Reader - Level Two: Friends Far and Near 
Betts, Emmett A., Carolyn M. Welch, Betts Basic Readers: The 
Language Art Series. Boston: American Book Company, 1948-1949. 
First Reader: Around Green Hills 
Second Reader - Level One: Down Singing River 
Second Reader - Level Two: Over ~ City Bridge 
Third Reader - Level One: Be~ond Treasure Valley 
Third Reader - Level Two: Along Friendly _ Roads 
The results of the analysis are :presented in the next 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF THE DATA 
Stories from the basal readers about American festivals 
can contribute to the child's knowledge, happiness, and social 
growth in the primary grades. Teachers could use selections 
from basal readers related to holidays or special days as part 
of a unit or activity or to develop socially useful understand-
ings. 
The writer has found the names of holidays mentioned in 
stories that are not specifically about those holidays. The 
following are examples from each basal reading series of men-
tions which were found in stories unrelated to the festival 
mentioned. Such mentions are not included in the analysis of 
t 
holidays and special days in the basal readers analyzed. 
p. 258 
p. 21 
p. 11? 
p. 179 
Beyond Treasure Valley 
Betts Basic Readers 
Language Art Series 
Enchanting Stories 
Easy Growth in 
Reading 
More Streets and Roads 
Curriculum Foundation-
Series 
We Are Neighbors 
Ginn Basic Readers 
"0n other days such as Christ 
mas and the Fourth of July, h . 
was perfectly happy eating 
canned fish." 
"Very soon she came down wear 
ing her green dress and her 
new Easter hat with red flow-
ers all over it." 
"Soon he came to a garden 
where he say an Easter basket 
that a little girl had lost." 
"They could see the green 
trees that looked like Christ 
mas trees." 
p. 257 The New If 1 Were Going 
The Alice and Jerry Bas-
ic Readers 
"I came to 'The City of 
Bells' two years ago at 
Christmas time." 
A summary of each selection about holidays or special days 
found in each reader is given. In the tables, the readers are 
abbreviated as follows: 
First Reader: 
First Reader 
- Level 
First Reader - Level 
Second Reader: 
Second Reader - Level 
Second Reader - Level 
Third Reader: 
Third Reader - Level 
Third Reader - Level 
One: 
Two: 
One: 
Two: 
One: 
Two: 
1 
lL/1 
lL/2 
2 
2L/l 
2L/2 
Stories may be either completely or partially about holi-
days or special days. At times the holiday reference is not 
pertinent to the plot of the entire story. Reading selections 
only partially devoted to holidays or special days or in which 
the holiday reference, although valuable, is unrelated to the 
plot of the story are starred.~· ) For example, in the book 
Beyond Treasure .. Valley (Language Art Series), there is a story 
about a lonely cactus that remains unwanted for a long while 
in a store until a young boy buys the cactus for his sister at 
Christmas time. Since only part of the story was exclusively 
devoted to the holiday, this story was starred. 
Detailed analysis of each separate book under a reading 
series heading follows: 
,• ..... . . ,.1 
CURRICULUM FOUNDATION SERIES 
First Reader - Level One: F~ with Dicf and Jane 
There is no reading material about holidays or spe cia 
days in the first reader. 
First Reader - Level Two: Our New Friends 
Name of Selection: "Red Hen and the Valentine" 
Pages 11?-120 
Holiday or Special Day: Valentine's Day 
Summary of Story: 
Billy pleases Nancy by giving her a valentine 
which he obtained by giving the storekeeper 
an egg from his red hen, and three pennies. 
Second Reader - Level One: Friends and Neighbors 
Name of Selection: "Halloween Fun" Pages 91-96 
Holiday or Special Day: Halloween 
Summary of Story: 
Three girls who want to conceal their identity 
on Halloween have their faces painted by their 
father. The girls are recognized by their 
puppy but not by the goat. 
Name of Selection: "The Christmas Tree" Pages 1?2-l'S 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
The helpful gardnerer pleases the children and 
surprises the townspeople by trimming the tree 
in the park with Christmas decorations. 
Second Reader - Level Two: M~ Friends and Nei ghbors 
Name of Selection: "The Surprise Valentines" 
Pages 22-25 
Holiday or Special Day: Valentine's Day 
Summary of Story: 
Betty's paper valentines were ruined in the 
snow so her mother made cookies, shaped like 
valentines which Betty gave to the school 
children. The 'cookie valentines' pleased 
the children more than the paper ones. 
Name of Selection: "The White Easter Rabbit" 
Pages 140-14? 
Holiday or Special Day: Easter 
Summary of Story: 
The white bunny, by following the robin's dir-
ections, meets a beautiful fairy who changes 
him into an Easter Rabbit. 
Name of Selection: "The . Woman Who Used Her Head" 
Pages 148-152 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
Her animal friends thought the old woman used 
her head in making room for the Christmas tree 
that was too tall for the house. 
Name of Selection: "Tommy's Pumpkin" Pages 174-1?9 
Holiday or Special Day: Ha lloween 
~­Summary of Story: 
On Halloween day Tommy discovers that a large 
pumpkin had grown under the fence, and into his 
next door neighbor's yard from the seed he plant 
ed in his own yard last spring. 
Third Reader - Level One: Streets and Roa~~ 
Name of Selection: "The Halloween Party" Pages 50-5E' 
Holiday or Special Day: Halloween 
Summary of Story: 
Two girls dressed as pumpkins, find upon unmask-
ing that they are at the wrong party. Because 
of their error they enjoy two parties instead of 
one. 
Name of Selection: "The Traveling Christmas Tree" 
Pages 113-122 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
The school children take a Christmas tree and 
presents to the home of two classmates who were 
unable to attend the school Christmas party. 
Name of Selection: "Paddy's Christmas" Pages 172-1 n 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
Paddy Bear discovers that his greatest Christmas 
happiness does not come from evergreen trees, 
holly, singing songs, receiving gifts and good 
food but from making others happy. 
Third Reader - Level Two: More Streets and Roads 
Name of Selection: "Just Like :U:agic" Pages 21-28 
Holiday or Special Day: Easter 
Summary of Story: ·><-
At an egg dyeing party on the day before Easter, 
Grandmother mistakes twin brothers for each 
other. 
Name of Selection: "The Squirrel that Could Read" 
Pages 128-~35 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
Father squirrel, by being able to read, learns 
that the largest Christmas tree in the world 
is at Valentine's store. He goes to the store 
where he sees the tree, toys, and Santa Claus. 
Because of Father Squirrel's exciting adven-
tures, Mother squirrel decides that she and the 
children should learn to read. 
Name of Selection: "The Little Cook" Pages 218-224 
Holiday or Special Day: Washington's Birthday 
Summary of Story: 
While Betsy's family has gone to town to see the 
president, she serves a handsome stranger his 
breadfast. Betsy discovers when he was leaving 
that the stranger was George Washington. 
Name of Selection: "Betsy and the Parrot" 
Pages 246-252 
' Holiday or Special Day: Halloween 
Summary of Story:* 
Betsy takes a pumpkin pie for Halloween to her 
uncle's house where she has an exciting adven-
ture with some Indians. 
31. 
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TABLE I 
NUMBER OF SELECTIONS OR PORTIONS OF SELECTIONS 
ON HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS FOUND IN THE 
CURRICULUM FOUNDATION SERIES 
Books 
Holidays and 
Special Days 
1L/1 1L/2 2L/1 2L/2 3Lj1 3Lj2 Total 
New Year's Day 
Valentine's Day 1 1 2 
Washington's 
Birthday 1 1 
Easter 1 1 2 
May Day 
Uother's Day 
Fourth of July 
Columbus Day 
Halloween 1 1 1 1 4 
Thanksgiving " 
Christmas 1 1 2 1 5 
I' Total 1 2 4 3 4 14 
EASY GROWTH IN READING 
First Reader - Level One: I Kno!! ~Secret ·· 
N84Ile of Selection: "Easter Morning" Pages 143-151 
Holiday or Special Day: Easter 
Summary of Story: 
Mary and Billy find letters in their Easter 
baskets from the Easter Rabbit and find Easter 
eggs in the garden. 
First Reader - Level Two: Good Stories 
Name of Selection: "The J?rownies and the Sand-Man" 
Pages 82-93 
Holiday or Special Day: Halloween 
Summary of Story: 
Little boys and girls and the Brownies are able 
to stay up late on Halloween night because the 
Brownies played a joke on the Sandman. 
Name of Selection: "A Christmas Story" Pages 95-104 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
On Christmas Eve, Mother Bear has no stocking to 
hang up because she had given all the ones she 
made to other animals ':""·wi thout stockings. So all 
the animals make a big stocking, fill it with 
food and give it to Mother Bear. 
Name of Selection: "Fuzzy Rabbit's Easter Cards" 
Pages 107-121 
Holiday or Special Day: Easter 
Summary of Story: 
Fuzzy and the other Rabbits want to make the 
children happy so they go to the children's gar-
dens and make nests for the different colored 
eggs. 
second Reader - Level One: Along the Waz 
Name of Selection: "A Christmas \fiish" Pages 89-92 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: * 
Anne gets her Christmas wish when she receives . 
a letter from her friend the Engineer, inviting 
her to take a ride on his train. 
Name of Selection: "The Turkey from the Woods" 
Pages 163-169 
Holiday or Special Day: Thanksgiving 
Summary of Story: 
By following the goose's advice, a turkey is 
successful in escaping Mr. Brown who wanted a 
fat turkey for Thanksgiving. 
Name of Selection: "The Christmas Hatchet" 
Pages 170-181 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
A boy and his Grandmother receive much ne eded 
food, money, and a hatch et for Chri s tma s , t hrougn 
the kindness of passers-by. 
Name of Selection: "Santa Claus and the Singing Bird" 
Pages 182-191 
Holiday or Specia l Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
Santa Claus is almost discovered by t h e children 
in the different homes he visits on C~ri stmas 
Eve because of the singing bird he has with him. 
Na.me of Select ion: "Jean Anne's Easter Surprise" 
Pages 192-203 
Holiday or Special Day: Easter 
Summary of Story: 
Jean Anne is happy to discover on a train trip 
to her Grandmother's that the ice and snow which 
has delayed the train did not prevent the Easter 
Rabbit from coming. 
Name of Selection: "Mother Bear's Present" 
Pages 204-211 
Holiday or Special Day: Mother's Day 
Summary of Story: 
Little Bear discovers that the reason all the 
animals have bought presents for their mothers 
is because the next day is Mother's Day, a day, 
the lamb explains, when all children do things 
to make their mothers happy. 
Second Reader - Level Two: The Sto~ Road 
There is no holiday or special day reading material 
in this book. 
Third Reader - Level One: Faraway Ports 
Name of Selection: "Juan's Christmas Pinata" 
Pages 202-230 
Holiday or Speci'al Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
By selling his pig bank, Juan is able to buy 
the jar which his mother makes into a pinata. 
Following a Mexican custom, on Christmas eve, 
the children break the pinata, which is filled 
with many good things and each child tries to 
gather the most presents from the floor. 
Name of Selection: "Black and Gold" Page 239 
Holiday or Special Day: Halloween 
Summary of Poem: 
The colors black and gold symbolize Halloween. 
Name of Selection: "Long, Long Ago" Pages 240-241 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Poem: 
Shepherds came and angels sang songs of joy 
when Christ was born in a manger long ago. 
Name of Selection: "A Little Girl of China" 
Pages 258-2?3 
Holiday or Special Day: New Year's Day 
Summary of Story: 
Wang Su's wishes come true when she lights her 
firecrackers and is permitted to carry her baby 
brother on New Year's Day. 
Third Reader - Level Two: Enchanting Stories 
Name of Selection: "The Cat who Kept Halloween" 
Pages 54-62 
Holiday or Special Day: Halloween 
Summary of Story: * 
A homeless cat finds himself welcome at a child-
ren's party on Halloween night. 
Name of Selection: "Welcome House" Pages 63-?6 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
During the Christmas season a selfish old woman 
changes into a'kindly, generous person who wel-
comes weary travelers to her hut. 
Name of Selection: "The Runaway Christmas Trees" 
Pages ??-96 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
Gretchen is sorry that she gave her geese to the 
storekeepers in exchange for Christmas things. 
However, her geese are returned to her when she 
finds and brings back the Christmas trees that 
ran away. 
Name of Selection: 11 The Princess' Birthdays" 
Pages 134-152 
Holiday or Special Day: May Day 
Summary of Story:~ 
The mean fairy causes the King's calender to re-
main for many days at May first, which is the 
princess' birthday. 
TABLE II 
NUMBER OF SELECTIONS OR PORTIONS OF SELECTIONS 
ON HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS FOUND IN 
EASY GROWTH IN READING 
Holidays and 
Special Days 
i-· 
New Year's Day 
Valentine's Day 
Washington's 
Birthday 
Easter 
May Day 
Mother's Day 
Fourth of July 
Columbus Day 
Halloween 
Thanksgiving 
Christmas 
1 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
Books 
1 
1 
1 1 
2 2 
Total 
1 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
8 
1~-------------------------------------------·----·-------------------------
Total 1 3 6 4 4 18 
THE ALICE AND JERRY BASIC READERS 
First Reader: The New Round About 
There is no holiday or special day reading material 
in the first reader. 
Second Reader: The New Friendly Village 
Name of Selection: "The Feast of Thanksgiving" 
Pages 152-160 
Holiday or Special Day: Thanksgiving 
* Summary of Story: 
An Indian boy sacrifices his own pleasure at 
the Thanksgiving feast for the sake of his dog. 
Third Reader: The New If I _Were Going 
There is no holiday or special day reading material 
in the Third Reader. 
TABLE III 
NUMBER OF SELECTIONS OR PORTIONS OF SELECTIONS 
ON HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS FOUND IN THE 
ALICE -~ JERRY BASIC READERS 
Books 
Holidays and 
Special Days 
1 2 3 
New Year's Day 
Valentine's Day 
Washington's 
Birthday 
Easter 
May Day 
Moth er's Day 
Fourth of July 
Columbus Day 
Halloween 
Thanksgiving 1 
Christmas 
Total 1 
,.40 
Total 
1 
1 
GINN BASIC READERS 
First Reader: On Cherry Street 
There is no holiday or special day reading material 
in the First Reader. 
Second Reader - Level One: We ~Neighbors 
Name of Selection: "Wee Robin's Christmas Song" 
Pages 234-237 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
A robin who would not be tricked by the cat, 
~ird or fox, succeeds in singing a beautiful 
Christmas song for the King. 
Second Reader - Level Two: Around !h~ Corner 
There is no holiday or special day reading material 
in the Second Reader. 
Third Reader - Level On~: Finding New Neighbors 
Name of Selection: "New :U:oon and the Dragon" 
Pages 196-205 
Holiday or Special Day: New Year's Day 
Summary of Story: 
New Yoon, a Chinese girl, enjoys the celebration 
of New Year's Day in Chinatown. The festivities 
included firecrackers, colorful decorations, and 
the giving of presents to a dragon that passes 
by in the parade 
Name of Selection: "The Boy who Believed" 
Pages 226-230 
Holiday or Special Day: Columbus Day 
Summary of Story: 
Long ago, a young boy, sitting on the wharf 
sees Columbus' three ships making ready to sail. 
The boy gives Columbus his pet cat to take on 
the long ocean voyage, as a token of his faith 
in him. 
Name of Selection: "A Tal·l Halloween Story" 
Pages 231-237 
Holiday or Special Day: Halloween 
Summary of Story: 
Peter plants a seed from his broken Jack-o-Lan-
tern for next year's Halloween; however, the 
seed grows overnight into a tremendous pumpkin. 
The family makes a face in the pumpkin with an 
ax and later mother makes pumpkin pie for all 
the children in town. 
Name of Selection: "Thanksgiving Day" Pages 238-239 
Holiday or Special Day: Thanksgiving Day 
Summary of Poem: 
On Thanksgiving day, a family goes by sleigh to 
Grandfather's house where there will be pudding 
and pumpkin pie. 
Name of Selection: "Christmas with Stina Mor" 
Pages 240-249 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
Letters and presents from relatives in America 
bring Christmas happiness to two children, their 
parents and neighbor Stina Yor. 
Name of Selection: "Valentine Hearts" Pages 250-258 
Holiday or Special Day: Valentine's Day 
Summary of Story: 
School children celebrate Valentine's Day by 
making paper valentines for each other and by 
making cookies for their Mothers. 
Third Reader - Level Two: Friends Far and Near 
Name of Selection: "The Little Ewe Lamb" Pages 1~-2 
Holiday or Special Day: Easter 
Summary of Story: * 
Polly's pet lamb 'Snowball' is decorated with a 
purple ribbon and bell, and spends Easter in a 
store window. 
Name of Selection: "Jonathan Goes Hunting" 
Pages 293-304 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: * 
In the early days of our country a young boy 
discovers a large store of honey which is need-
ed and used for his family's Christmas feast. 
I 
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TABLE IV 
NillffiER OF SELECTIONS OR PORTIONS OF SELECTIONS 
ON HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS FOUND IN THE 
GINN BASIC READERS 
--
Books 
Holidays and 
Special Days 
2L/l 2L/2 3L/l 3L/2 
I 
1 Total 
F•w Year's Day 1 1 
~alentine•s Day 1 1 
ashington's 
j irthday 
1 lEaster 1 
~ay Day 
I ~other's Day 
!Fourth of July 
Columbus Day 1 1 
ffalloween 1 1 
Thanksgiving 1 1 
~hristmas 1 1 1 3 
1 6 2 9 otal 
I 
LANGUAGE ART SERIES 
First Reader: Around Green Hills 
t •. ; 
Name of Selection: "Yay Day" Pages 24-29 
Holiday or Special Day: May Day 
Summary of Story: 
On May Day, Kim and Wendy put flowers in May 
basket s for t h eir parents. 
:Harne of Selection: "The Run Away Pumpkin" 
Pages 129-134 
Holiday or Special Day: Halloween 
... v. Summary of Story: "' 
A boy's Halloween pumpkin rolls a way to the 
country fair where it wins the prize for being 
the very best pumpkin. 
Name of Selection: "A Happy Time of Year" 
Page 142 
Ho l iday or Special Day: Halloween 
Summary of Poem: 
A big black cat, a funny hat and a pumpkin made 
into a man are all part of Halloween. 
Name of Selection: "The Halloween Cat" Page s 144-149 
Holiday or Special Day: Halloween 
Summary of Story: 
An old woman who has found a high hat, a brown 
bat and a yellow pumpkin, needs a black cat for 
her Halloween party. A white cat that gets black 
by falling down the chimney makes the old woman's 
party complete. 
Name of Selection: "Winter Work" Pages 174-179 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
45 
Summary of Story: 
Two children help the fireman who mends broken 
toys and finds new homes for them at Christmas 
time. 
Name of Selection: "Hew Year's Letters" 
Pages 180-183 
Holiday or Special Day: New Year's Day 
Summary of Story:*' 
Children receive New Year's letters from their 
friends. 
Name of Selection: "The New Year's Party" 
Pages 184-189 
Holiday or Special Day: New Year's Day 
Summary of Story: 
Dick's friends 
a farm truck. 
playing games, 
the party. 
come to his Hew Year's party in 
They enjoy seeing the animals, 
eating, and receiving prizes at 
Second Reader - Level One: Down Singing River 
Name of Select ion: "Halloween on the River" 
Pages 85-90 
Holiday or Special Day: Halloween 
Summary of Story: 
George enjoys his last day in Springfield by 
attending a Halloween party on a houseboat 
where he plays games, and ducks for apples. 
George shows his friendship for Paul by letting 
him win the prize for ducking for apples. 
Name of Selection: "A Christmas Party" Pages 151-15 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
• 
46 
Summary of Story: 
The school children help Santa Claus give a 
Christmas party for the birds before enjoying 
their. party at school. The children receive 
presents and wood with which to make a feeding 
station for the birds at their own party. 
Second Reader -Level Two: Ov~ ~ c.i~ Bridge 
Name of Selection: "Ted and Jo:);.Jy" Pages 63-66 
Holiday or Special Day: Halloween 
Summary of Story: 
In the circus held at school on ~alloween, some 
children disguised as a lion jump on Ted. Ted's 
dog Jolly, comes to his master's rescue. 
Name of Selection: "Christmas Uagic" Pages 123-128 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
The children ask Uncle Joe, who is very busy 
carving toy dolls for Christmas, to make a Santa 
Claus reindeer for their friend John. On the 
day before Christmas, Uncle Joe tells the child-
ren that a piece of wood turned into a reindeer 
as if by magic when he thought about John. 
Name of Selection: "A Letter from Santa Claus" 
Pages 129-134 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
Santa Claus writes a letter telling how he be-
came Santa Claus, where he lives, and how he 
takes care of all children. 
Name of Selection: "The Greatest Fourth of July" 
Pages 248-253 
Holiday or Special Day: Fourth of July 
, . 
·.' · . 
Summary of Story: 
Mr. Hammer tells the children . the story of · the 
greatest Fourth of July in Red Oaks which took 
place when the first railroad came to town. 
Third Reader - Level One: Beyond Treasure Valley 
Name of Selection: "The Magic Basket" Pages 145-152 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Play: 
The contents of a Christmas basket, given by the 
Norths, is shared by all the needy families on 
the street. 
Name of Selection: "Christmas" Pages 153-154 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Poem: 
Santa Claus travels by reindeer, bringing many 
different toys to boys and girls everywhere. 
Name of Selection: "The Lonely Cactus" Pages 234-241 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story:~ 
A cactus remains in the store unwanted until a 
boy buys it as a Christmas present for his sis-
ter. She is especially happy because it reminds 
her of the desert where the family used to live. 
Name of Selection: "A Hungry Robber" Pages 274-2~1 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
,,_ 
Summary of . Story:'·· 
The Indian girl is blamed for the stolen cookies 
so she loses her part in the Christmas play. 
When the herd boy discovers that the donkey was 
to blame, the Indian Girl is allowed to take 
part in the school play. 
Third Reader - Level Two: Along Friendly Roads 
Name of Selection: "A Train Ghost" Pages 54-60 
Holiday or Special Day: Halloween 
Summary of Story: 
At a Halloween party on the train two boys en-
joy the roast turkey, pumpkin pie, the roasted 
nuts, ducking for apples, and the white ghost 
who turns out to be the conductor. 
Name of Selection: "Everywhere Christmas Tonight" 
Pages 189-196 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
Grandmother tells Janey about the Christmas Day 
that she and her family spent in a blizzard when 
she was ten years old. 
Name of Selection: "A Carol for the Mayor" 
Pages 221-22? 
Holiday or Special Day: Christmas 
Summary of Story: 
On Christmas Eve all the relatives in the Still-
man's house sing carols for the people in town. 
The mayor appreciates the real value of neigh-
bors when they sing outside his home. 
" 
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TABLE V 
NID!BER OF SELECTIONS OR PORTIONS OF SELECTIONS 
ON HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS FOUND IN THE 
LANGUAGE .ART SERIES 
------
Books 
Holidays and 
Special Days 
2L/l 2L/2 3L/l 3L/2 1 Total 
New Year's Day 2 2 
Valentine's Day 
Washington's 
Birthday 
Easter 
May Day 1 1 
:U:other's Day 
Fourth of July 1 1 
Columbus Day 
Halloween 3 1 1 1 6 
Thanksgiving 
Christmas 1 1 2 4 2 10 
Total 7 2 4 4 3 20 
--
f 
I 
I 
-
TABLE VI 
NUMBER OF SELECTIONS OR PORTIONS OF SELECTIONS 
ON HOLIDAYS AND SPECI-~ DAYS FOUND IN 
FIVE BASAL READING SERIES r 
-----
Books I 
Holidays and ' 
Special Days 
First Second Third Total 
Readers Readers ·Readers 
New Year's Day 2 2 4 
Valentine's Day 1 1 1 3 
Washington's 
Bir.thday 1 1 
Easter 2 2 2 6 
Yay Day 1 1 2 
Mother's Day 1 1 
Fourth of July 1 1 
Columbus Day 1 1 
Halloween 4 4 6 14 
Thanksgiving 2 1 3 
Christmas 2 9 15 26 
!--· 
I Total 12 20 30 62 
0 6t.Otl h SJ'LY 
'i eQ• l ! .. u:e.:"V 1 ch · 
Li brnrv 
I 
An analysis of basal readers for the first three grades 
showed a total of sixty-two selections related to holidays 
and special days. Table VI shows that the thirty selections 
or portions of selections in the third grade readers number 
ten more than was found in the second grade readers and eight-
een more than appeared in the first grade readers. 
In all readers analyzed, Christmas ranked highest with 
twenty-six selections or portions of selections, Halloween 
was second with fourteen, and Easter was third with six. 
There were four exe rpts concerning New Year's Day; three con-
cerning both Valentine's Day and Thanksgiving; two concerning 
May Day. Washington's Birthday, Mother's Day, Fourth of July, 
and Columbus Day were each represented by one selection. 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS 
Holidays and special days are a vital part of the American 
cultural heritage. The important festivals are widely observed 
in homes, communities, and schools throughout the country. 
Since holidays and special days are an important part of the 
school curricula, reading material related to them would be 
helpful to teachers. 
The purpose of this study was to show the amount of read-
ing material about holidays and special days present in the 
first, second, and third grade books of five basal reading ser-
ies. The writer felt that such material could be used by teach 
ers in connection with units or activities devoted to American 
festivals. 
The most recent editions available of five basal reading 
series were used for this study. Each reader was carefully 
analyzed in order to find material about all of the important 
and widely observed American holidays and special days. 
Results of the study showed that reading materia~ related 
to eleven holidays and spe·cial days was present in basal readers 
for the first three grades. The eleven holidays and special 
days were as follows: 
1. New Year's Day 
2. Valentine's Day 
53 
3. Washington's Birthday 
4. Easter 
5. May Day 
6. Mother's Day 
?. Fourth of July 
8. Columbus Day 
9. Halloween 
10. Thanksgiving 
11. Christmas 
A total of sixty-two selections or portions of selections 
was found in the readers for the first three grades. The highe~ 
the grade, the greater was the number of reading selections a-
bout American festivals. Thirty selections or portions of se-
lections were found in all the third grade readers analyzed, 
twenty in the second readers, and twelve in the first readers. 
In daily living, holidays which are accompanied by elabor-
ate celebration are vivid and appealing to children. These 
holidays, characterized as they are by many traditional customs, 
received more emphasis in basal readers than was given to solely 
patriotic holidays. Christmas, with twenty-six selections or 
portions of selections was outstanding as the holiday referred 
to most frequently in the basal readers analyzed. Halloween 
came second with fourteen selections. Easter, Thanksgiving, 
and New Year's Day were represented by a range of from three to 
six selections. 
The writer was surprised to find the small amount of read-
ing material related to :patriotic holidays. Washington's Birth 
day, Fourth of July, and Columbus Day w~re each rep resented by 
only one selection. There were no selections devoted to Lin-
coln's Birthday, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Labor Day, and Armis-
tice Day. 
Results of the study show that in basal readers for the 
first three grades there were between one and three selections 
related to the observance of the following s p ecial days: 
Valentine's Day, May Day, and Mother's Day. 
This :paper provides the teacher with a current annotated 
list of basal reading selections which can be used in connec-
tion with the teaching of various holidays and special days. 
The writer thinks that an analysis of the fourth, fifth, 
and sixth grade basal readers for holiday and special day con-
tent might make an interesting study. 
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